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Dennis J. Woods 

Farmington, NM 87401 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing to express my concern over the proposed Desert Rock power plant. 
I will be working and unable to attend either of the scheduled hearings on the power plant 
air quality permit. My first concern is with two of the major polluting power plants in the 
U.S. in the four comers area why does the EPA think another nearby power plant is 
appropriate? 

How will the plant comply with the Clean air Mercury Rule of 2005 to permanently 
Limit and reduce mercury emissions from coal fired power plants. This is especially 
relevant as the region has had already had health advisories due to such emissions from 
the two power plants we have already. How are such health advisories affecting our 
local rivers, streams and lakes? What will be the effect of increased mercury emissions 
from Desert Rock on the areas groundwater. 

What effect will the new power plant have on visibility in such class I areas like nearby 
Mesa Verde National Park and the Weminuche Wilderness. 

How does desert rock comply with Executive Order 12898, "Federal actions to 
address environmental justice in minority populations and low income populations." 
The air quality permit requires compliance with environmental justice where issues of 
concern include, "disproportionate exposure to pollutants, potential health problems" 
The potential health problems are respiratory diseases and heavy metal in fish related to 
Increased air pollution from the proposed power plant. 

The draft environmental statement for the Desert Rock project has not yet been 
released and won't be released until after the comment period for air quality closes. How 
can the air quality permit be evaluated without this environmental statement being 
released to the public.. How does the public know that the entire Desert Rock project 
Will be incorporated and evaluated in the proposed air quality permit. 

I think it is inappropriate to add another coal fired power plant to the four comers area. 
It is obvious that by allowing another such plant the EPA will be contributing to the 
Degration of public health and quality of life in the area. 

Sincerely, \ 
\ 
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10-04-06 

Robert Baker, Air-3 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
75 Hawthorne St. 
san Francisco, Ca 94105 

Sir, 
I am writing to address the issue of the construction of the Desert Rock power 
plant currently being planned on a site 25 miles south of Shiprock, New Mexico. 
I have the following concerns about this project. 
First of all there are already two plants in this area which are major polluting 
plants. This concentration of plants in this area serves to pollute air in various 
forms. This seems to negate any concern for the health of residents. 
The information given at the EPA hearing in Durango, Co fails to address the 
increase pollution from the source of mercury. It is well documented that 
recently the water in area lakes and reservoirs show an increase of mercury 
pollution. Mercury has many negative health effects on children, pregnant 
woman and the general population. This summer the public was warned not to 
consume fish from area lakes because of unsafe levels of mercury found there. 
This high concentration of mercury is directly linked to the coal powered plants 
that already exist in this area. The addition of more plants can only serve to 
exacerbate this existing problem. 
secondly, the increase of C02 emissions will serve to increase global warming, 
an issue which is well documented and dangerous to the lives of all citizens of 
this country and the world. 
Thirdly, what impact will the addition of this pollutant have on the visibility in the 
areas of Mesa Verde National Park, the Weminuche Wilderness, and the Grand 
Canyon? What impact will additional air pollution have on the fragile cliff 
dwellings? 
Fourthly, visibility is already impaired by the current coal burning plants that 
exist in this area. The health of people who suffer respiratory ailments is at risk 
because of coal burning plants. The health of the general public is also at risk. 
Therefore, if more pollution is added to this area through the construction of 
another plant how is the health of these residents being protected? The right to 
be able to have clean air to breathe is a basic right and need that should not be 
ignored. 
Fifthly, it is my belief that cleaner sources of generating electricity exist in this 
country. What is the reason they cannot be employed and still accomplish the 
goal of gaining additional electricity? I feel as if this area is being singled out for 
development because of its relatively low population. One may make the 
mistake of assuming this population is not aware of the above mentioned 
implications of coal burning facilities, but rest assured that is not the case. As a 



resident of Southwest Colorado, I would like the region to maintain at least the 
current level of healthy air and water quality. I would ask that this project be 
reconsidered and one, which would use a cleaner source of electricity, be 
implemented. Thank you for your consideration to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~4LVe~ 
Linda M. West 



Dooda Desert Rock Power Plant 
P.O. Box 357 

Shiprock, NM 87420 
(505) 860-6166 

Dooda Desert Rock Power Plant Committee 
July 28, 2006 

Dine Power Authority 
C/o Steven Begay, General Manager 
Morgan Blvd 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

BHP BillitonIBHP Navajo Coal Company 
C/o Bill Skeet 
P.o. Box 1717 
Fruitland, New Mexico 87416 

Dear Gentlemen: 

This letter conveys our continuing opposition to Dine' Power Authority and BHP Billiton 
Company's proposal to construct the Desert Rock Power Plant in Burnham, NM. Given 
that the most impacted people still reside within close proximity of the proposed power 
plant site, any future communications, negotiations, monetary exchanges, and signatures 
of any documents between Dine' Power Authority Officials (DPA) and BHP Billiton 
Representatives with Burnham residents, Elders, non-English speaking persons, and/or 
community members lacking comprehension ofEnglish language must require written 
documentation summarizing the purpose of inquiry, a proper explanation, and a signature 
of the interested business entity. 

The above documentations can then be reviewed and discussed by our educated family 
members when they are home for the weekends. It is disingenuous to be approaching us 
during the week when we are alone and vulnerable. 

This request is necessary to protect Burnham residents and elders from making 
uninformed negotiations and transactions that may result in undesirable consequences. 
Because Dine' Power Authority, Sithe Global Power and BHP Billiton will inevitably 
request cooperation from Burnham residents, verbal communications and verbal 
transactions must be accompanied by written documentation so that the safety of the land, 
people, and the environment is in the utmost consideration when dealing with the 
proposed Desert Rock Project. 

Any pre-approval agreements without proper explanation can be damaging to 
landowners, local residents, and grazing permit holders within the Burnham area. 
Burnham residents are aware of the progress being made in the Desert Rock Energy 
Project and any premature decisions 



disregarding the environment and the people is purely unethical and calls for Burnham citizens to
be accountable for future transactions through written documentation.

The residents surrounding the proposed site for the power plant are members ofthe Burnham
chapter. Although a portion of the land may be under Nenahnezad chapter as per recent
decision, the residents are still voters in Burnham Chapter House processes. We, therefore,
object to any activity within our grazing areas that will destroy and inhibit grazing, agriculture,
ceremonial, and cultural rituals in the preparation for the proposed power plant.

Lucy Willie, Member, Burnham Molly Hogue, Member, Burnham

Pauline Gilmore, member, Burnham

~

Louise Benally, Member, Burnham

·~l'/;Q&QnQJL.I

Elmer Long, Member, Burnham



October 25,2006

Robert Baker
EPA Air Quality (AIR-3)
USEPA Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

Dear Mr. Baker:

Recent EPA hearings have totally ignored and don't address the real world impacts. The
number one concern is Health Impacts and that was never even given consideration.
There needs to be a survey done to get assessment of current health related impacts from
the two existing power plants. The two worst power plants in the west.

I am writing to object to the proposed Desert Rock Power Plant. Given that unpaved
roads and weak infrastructures mean sure death in times of respiratory failure-adding
particulates to the air, which increase the likelihood of respiratory failures is tantamount
to murder. 'Upgraded roads' were promised to Navajo residents by Four Comers Power
Plant, but these promises remain unfulfilled.

Additionally, those who are proposing the mine are in violation of Environmental Justice
Executive Order 12869 by not publicizing to local residents public meetings; I object to
progress and negotiations made with out local residents' knowledge and input.

Sincerely,



October 24,2006

Robert Baker
EPA AI'r Quality fA TD '2)lLJ \~.l.l""-J

USEPA Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

Dear Mr. Baker:

There was a miscarriage ofjustice carried out by the recent hearings held on the Draft Air
Quality Permit for Desert Rock, Clean Air Act Prevention of Significant Deterioration
(PSD) permit. The process didn't even begin to address the health problems impacting
the residents right under the proposed Desert Rock.

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed Desert Rock Power Plant. The
EPA assessment didn't take into consideration addressing the Executive Order 12898:
"Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low­
Income Populations." Compliance with Environmental Justice is required for the Air
Quality permit, where issues ofconcern include: "Disproportionate exposure to
pollutants, potential health problems (i.e. respiratory, heavy metals in fish, etc")*
Therefore, residents insist that a health assessment, including Access Issues is essential as
a baseline measure for monitoring purposes. Residents strongly object to being exposed
to further pollution. A health study needs to be conducted to address health problems and
lack ofaccess to health care.

Sincerely,

,&tby ~f 11~

:5QVV);Osr~1 \'l M g1~~\

·Source: CISEPA Air Quality Impact Report, NSR .4-1-3, AZP 04-01



October 24,2006

Robert Baker
EPA Air Quality (AIR-3)
USEPA Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

Dear Mr. Baker:

There was a miscarriage ofjustice carried out by the recent hearings held on the Draft Air
Quality Permit for Desert Rock, Clean Air Act Prevention of Significant Deterioration
(PSD) permit. The process didn't even begin to address the health problems impacting
the residents right under the proposed Desert Rock.

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed Desert Rock Power Plant. The
EPA assessment didn't take into consideration addressing the Executive Order 12898:
"Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low­
Income Populations." Compliance with Environmental Justice is required for the Air
Quality permit, where issues of concern include: "Disproportionate exposure to
pollutants, potential health problems (i.e. respiratory, heavy metals in fish, etc")*
Therefore, residents insist that a health assessment, including Access Issues is essential as
a baseline measure for monitoring purposes. Residents strongly object to being exposed
to further pollution. A health study needs to be conducted to address health problems and
lack of access to health care.

Sincerely,

+--~I rIM ~ry1l~
*Source: CISEPA Air Quality Impact Report, NSR .4-1-3, AZP 04-01



October 24, 2006

Ambrose Willie
Dooda Desert Rock Committee/Dine CARE
P. O. Box 7669
Newcomb, NM 87455

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Robert Baker, Air-3
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
75 Hawthorne St., San Francisco, CA 94105

Dear Mr. Baker:

I object to the issuance of the PSD air quality permit to Sithe Global Power for the Desert Rock
Energy Facility. The recent public hearings did not address the cumulative health impacts. Two
existing plants in the vicinity have been called two of the worst point-sources of pollution in the
U.S. by the EPA, spewing concentrations ofa number ofpollutants proven to be damaging to
human health and the environment. The health of neighboring residents has already been
compromised by their exposure to these toxins; it would be genocidal to subject them to more
pollutants in their already overburdened community. Despite the talk of so-called reduced power
plant emissions, the San Juan County area simply cannot afford the increased emissions levels
that will result from Desert Rock.

Objections based on Health Impacts and the severe lacking Indian Health care.
a. "Eric Broderick, DDS, Senior Advisor for Tribal Health Policy in the Office of

Intergovernmental Affairs, said the reduction in Medicaid funding is a valid concern
and any cuts will affect states and tribes. Medicaid funding is pass-through from the
state to the tribes. With the poverty rate on the reservations very high, Medicaid
becomes an important source of funding for children's' and elders' health care needs"
[...]
"One frequent and longtime complaint from the tribal leaders is that the budget for
direct healthcare has to compete with administrative and other expenses."

Source: Melmer, David. "Health care is all about the funding."
Indian Country Today. Oneida, N.Y.: Nov 16,2005. Vol. 25, Iss.
23; pg. Al

b. "Navajo Indian Health Services are only 700!cJ funded and there is a 25% vacancy rate
for doctors and nurses" states the Director of the Division of Health for the Navajo
Nation.

Source: 2004 Broken Promises-Evaluating Native American Health
Care System by US Commission on Civil Rights

c. Victims ofAsthma and other respiratory diseases have record high admittance at
Shiprock Indian Health Service Emergency Room; Higher than other Health
Providers in the Four Comers Region.

Source: Anonymous IHS NurselProvider. Studies needed as no
documentation is being released for public purposes.



d. Medicare & Medicaid has decreased it funding: IHS, which provides or pays for
health care ofabout 1.8 million American Indians and Alaska Natives, has a proposed
budget ofabout $3.8 billion for fiscal year 2006. However, tribes estimate that about
$19.4 billion is required to adequately meet all health care needs, according to APHA
member Yvette Roubideaux, MD, MPH.

Source: Late, Michele. "Health Status of American Indians, Alaska
Natives stiIllagging behind." The Nation's Health. American Public
Health Association. June/July 2005.

e. Unpaved roads and weak infrastructures mean sure death in times of respiratory
failures. 'Upgraded roads' were promised to Navajo residents by Four Comers
Power Plant but these unfulfilled promises are still unmet.

Source: Concerned Burnham residents. July 2005
f. Residents object to being exposed to further pollution. A health study needs to be

conducted to address health problems and lack ofaccess to healthcare.

Before the pennit to Sithe Global Power for the Desert Rock Energy Facility it is critical that the
above concerns are addressed.

Ambrose Willie
Dooda Desert Rock Committee/Dine CARE



October 25, 2006

Lucy A. Willie
Dooda Desert Rock Committee/Dine CARE
P. O. Box 7669
Newcomb, NM 87455

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Robert Baker, Air-3
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
75 Hawthorne St., San Francisco, CA 94105

Dear Mr. Baker

I live on the Navajo reservation and live and support my family with our livestock. I reside 5 miles
from the proposed Desert Rock Power Plant. I object to the issuance of the PSD air quality permit
to Sithe Global Power for the Desert Rock Energy Facility.

The recent public hearings did not address the Executive Order on Environmental Justice 12898.
The Desert Rock project will have disproportionate impacts on the low income and minority
communities. As a federal agency, the EPA obligated to consider environmental justice impacts
prior to issuance of the permits. The EPA has not addressed how Desert Rock Energy Facility
complies with Executive Order 12898, "Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations."

The attached letter was sent to Dine Power Authority and BlIP Billiton because oftheir violation of
Environmental Justice Executive Order 12898 by their unethical and unaccountable process with
the local people. Negotiations are made without the community people's knowledge and inputs.

Sincerely, .._

~L&jft iJj1[u
Lucy A. Willie



October 22, 2006

Robert Baker
EPA Air Quality (AIR-3)
USEPA Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

Dear Mr. Baker:

When considering the proposed Desert Rock Power Plant, my question is: Why is the
EPA allowing the high concentration ofpower plants in the Four Comers region,
resulting in degraded public health and quality oflife.

We need answers that weren't even considered and addressed in the Air Quality Permit.
High emission levels from Four Comers and San Juan Power Plants have severely
affected agriculture in the San Juan basin. I object to subjecting the land to more air
pollution which will have severe repercussions on the agriculture and pastoral lifestyle on
which local residents' incomes rely. Additionally, I object to the violent treatment of the
earth that is an unavoidable result ofstrip mining.

Sincereb(
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Hello, Robert Baker, (EPA1

Yon know dmt the Sierra Club is highly concemed about aU the air pollution, sulfur dioxide,
mercury and other poUt.1ants 1hatcome from power plants. The proposed Desert Rock coal fired
power plant that theNavajos want to get underway soon isn't a good idea. We must remember
aUtheair pollution thatremains in theair from jet airpJaaes and automobiles. Therearea great
many jet airpianes in the air worldwide, every day, leaving plemy ofpolluting emissions in the
atmosphere above us. Jet flights have been going on for 6(}+-years.

There have been many problems caused by acid rain, What type offuel do trains use that
might be contributing to pollution? China bums plenty ofcoal for their powerplants andwill not
be slowing down their usage. They are also using increasing amounts ofgasoline fur
automobiles. They are having moreproblems findingand keeping a clean water source for
drinking water. Many oftbeir rivers are nowpo~especially near their cities.

We, in the U.S.,use more than our share ofgasoline. We should find ways to cut down on
our consumption. We have automobiles poweredby othertypes of fuels. Global warming is
now a very realand mghiening prospect for many ofus.

Have you heard ofthe 4 Comers ozone task force and the 4 Comers air quality task force?
Othersitesyou might be interested in are:WHO (World Health~on),
http://w\.'vw.noaa.gov/.Mavors Climate Protection Initiative, www. Seattle.gov/mayor/climate.
San Juan Citizens.org (around the La Plata County area).



Clean-coal power

Xcel's plans could signal Welcome change 

X cel Energy announced plans onTues­
'. day to commit ,$3.5 million over the 

next 16 months toward developing a 
clean-coal powerplant. The power plant - the 
first of its kind in the West - would use a 
process,called Integrated Gasification Com­
binedCycle, orIGCC, to turn coal into agas 
before bumingit to create energy. In doing so, 
emissions are reduced, efficiency is increased 
and it is possible to capture the resulting car­
bon dioxide before it escapes intotheatin,ps­
phere. . .' ..... 

Xcel's plans.bolstered by legislationsigned 
this spring by Gov. Owens, represent a great 
step forward in providing needed power for 

. . 

al Po~erZs planning. process for the Desert 
Rockgnergy Project in northwestern New 
Mexico. The Desert Rock facility will become 
the third coal-fired power plant in the region. 
The San Juan Generating Station and Four 
Comers Power Plant are notoriouspollnters, 
each earning unpleasant recognition for its 
carbon dioxide, mercury and nitrogen oxide 
emissions. While Sithe and Environmental, 
Protection Agencybfficials have said/the 
plant will bebuilt witb.pollution controls and 
other safeguards in-place, the-plant "-which 
will gen:erateenoughel~etri9 ')() su,pply 1.5 
million homes - will nQ!teWf: .P ,. '. g 
plenty of pollutantsof~potl(tne'ai..•..•. .. .i$y 

growing demand' across the West while not' and .global-warming', vitrieties acrO:s~ the 
causing environmental damage in the form of region's skies. .' ,>< .' ..' .',N:" . 
greenhouse gas emissions and other pollu-"When you buildil:L,~09-m~Aa~~pq\!er. 
tion. The Colorado Legislature; Owens and 
Xce1 all deserve credit for their efforts on this 
project, as the laCe method is both more, 
expensive than traditional ~oa1-firedpower 
plants and is untested at higher elevations and 

platit that doesn't address g1ob~~$pol­
lurion.that is not a cl~an~~9,., "··(W¢f.:pl~t: It's' 
a IJ:tisuse of the te;lJ:h~~~a:' ·.l~tt6n, an 
att~rtteyW"i~'·>~ii\ffioIiPefe1,\$e. 
"~f>jese'l't ~od~tjs\g~ilP.g;, ,#':,h?t 

with western coal. . .. .rn~~,~aditj.Qna\1',]Jollp; "lip-
The IGCC pl~nt'wouldprovidee.nou,gh pIe;,',. obal: ..' 

electricity to. setve 350,000 homes atJ,((1; w:fU.•'. 
cost at leas; $500millioll to .constni~~J() " 
percent more than a traditional po. 
would reqUit:~,.While. $50 million ~. 
cant chunk ofmoneyj the state's co 
tohelping7thr .PS?lorado 
Energy Autb;t>. :;'\yill ha~ 
million in" . proceedstq 
the ICG. . new res .' 
nol()gyMgpals 
eagertie.s, ' J;lt.of 
gidev~lop' ,J:::Th"e:': 
icy Act ,9f~arked$:2, 
a yeatf{fu~clean ener 
gy. . ".' . 

",,' "1; 
" . 

Thisf<iedicariQ~ftom Xcdrth a... . '.'

Congress cotfles ildne too soon anc(provid¢$

a glimpse ofwhatntight have been> indeed,

what should have been '- a part of'Sithe Glob- .
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Denise L. Nicholas
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November 12,2006

Robert Baker
EPA Air Quality (AIR-3)
USEPA Region 9
San Francisco, CA 94105

Dear Mr. Baker:

The Navajo Nation now exports 1200% more power than it consumes: 30% ofNavajo
homes do not have electricity and Navajo families that must haul their water pay almost
30 times more than the Four Comers power plants. They get the power. We get the
pollution. There has been a miscarriage ofjustice carried out by the recent hearings held
on the Draft Air Quality Permit for Desert Rock, Clean Air Act Prevention of Significant
Deterioration (PSD) permit. The process did not begin to address the increased health
problems caused by the air pollution and the toxic contamination that affect the residents
right under the proposed Desert Rock 1,500 megawatt coal fired plant.

I am writing to object to the proposed Desert Rock Power Plant. In addition to the factors
stated in the above paragraph the unpaved roads and weak infrastructure mean sure death
in times of respiratory failure. Adding particulates to the air increases the likelihood
of death in times of respiratory failures. This is tantamount to murder. 'Upgraded
roads' were promised to Navajo residents by the Four Comers Power Plant but those
promises remain unfulfilled.

Additionally, those who are proposing the mine are in violation of Environmental Justice
Executive Order 12869 by not publicizing to local residents the "public" meetings. I
object to progress and negotiations made without local residents' knowledge and input.

Before the permit is issued to Sithe Global Power for the Desert Rock Energy Facility it
is critical that the above concerns be addressed. More important, real data needs to be
extracted from the proposed are and NOT data from a hundred miles away when
justifying the air quality as clean enough to make a third power plant acceptable.

Sincerely




